Access to hand surgery emergency care.
Limited access to hand surgical care in the emergency room appears to be a problem in north Florida and probably other parts of the country, as well. In this study, hand surgeons in 3 major cities were contacted to determine what on-call services they provide for hospital emergency departments in their areas. Additionally, hospitals that accept trauma patients were queried about how many hand surgeons they have on staff and if there were times when no surgeon was on call and how they managed hand trauma when that problem is encountered. Results showed that although there are numerous hand surgeons in each city, there were many times in which a hospital would have no hand surgeon on call for an emergency. Our data suggest that on a regionally selective basis, hospital emergency facilities are deficient with respect to the availability of appropriate specialists for those patients requiring emergency hand procedures.